
2018 AGM – Chairman’s Speech 

Good evening everyone and thank you for coming to the 2018 AGM of the Datchet Dashers Running 

Club. 

Most of you know that I was going to stand for just the one year as Chairman however due to an 

unscheduled garage roof collapse our move has been delayed for a while.  This means that if you will 

have me, I’m prepared to stand for another year.  

The first thing I need to do is to thank the outgoing Committee without whom the last year would not 

have been possible. A few of the Committee are resigning but Im delighted to say many are staying on 

and we have some new faces joining us too.   Special thanks go to Carl for his work as Club Treasurer 

and new club kit person - by the way have you seen Carl’s latest post about ordering the new jackets 

and hoodies, to Cathy as Membership Secretary, a vital but not such a visible role, and to Sean, Sarah 

and Zena as your captains.   I’m sure you all agree that everyone has done a fantastic job for which we 

are all very grateful.   The Committee has to make decisions on behalf of the Club and sometimes that 

is easy, sometimes not, however with 300+ members not everyone will agree but we do try to do our 

best, I’m sorry if we haven’t always agreed with you.  

This year, which has flown past, has been full of all sorts of running highs and lows for us as a Club.  l 

will touch on a few of them and I know Sean and Sarah will go into more detail.  

The year started with a fantastic Presentation Night at the Hart and Garter in Windsor – a great 

evening out. Thank you, Susannah.  Please keep an eye out as details of this years’ event will go out 

very soon.   

We finished the 2017/18 Cross Country Season with a win for the Men’s Team and the way this season 

is shaping up another win is on the cards with the both the Mens and Ladies teams in first place after 

five races.  If mud and hills aren’t your thing that’s fine but I do ask you to give it a go.  It really is fun, 

the club pays for your entry and you get tea, cake and sandwiches too. And mulled cider if Mark Olney 

turns up!!  The cross-country event that we hosted at the beginning of the month for the 2018/19 

season was a fantastic success and is possibly the highest attended race of the season, 504 runners 

this year – all due to you and possibly the fact there are no hills and not too much mud this year either! 

On to my personal low of the year.  This year we had to cancel the Dash in the Dark due to the snow.  

The night before the event was due to take place, I was rung up by the Medical support team who had 

been informed that due to the weather the Ambulance Service would not be able to support our 

event, this made it dangerous to continue so we had no option but to cancel.  Carl has the breakdown 

of the finances (and will cover this in his report) but we obviously made a loss on the event as we gave 

a full refund to all entrants, but some costs we can carry over to next year.  We plan to go ahead with 

the Dash in the Dark in March 2019 so please put it in your diaries and take some fliers to help promote 

it.  

Some concerns we have are carried over from last year – we continue to be pressed for spaces to run 

on Tuesday evenings, and if anyone has any suggestions for a Tuesday venue or another venue for the 

Time Trial as I’m beginning to worry about the start, please let me know.  I think the addition of the 

hill sessions at Hemwood Road have been a good inclusion into the training schedule, even if I 

personally hate hills!  At this point I would also like to thank David Ross and Paul Ashby for putting 

together a great training schedule.  Thanks also go to all those coaches who make the sessions happen, 

in particular Sean Paynter, Emily Hicks, Dave Priddy and Steph Muzzall.  We are always looking for 

more coaches to take the sessions so if you are interested please let us know and we can get your 



coaching career underway.    Thanks to Jo Webster for keeping the website banner with the training 

session refreshed – I’ve had a number of comments about how useful that is. 

The number of slower Dashers on Thursdays continues to be low, and anyone with any ideas how we 

can encourage more to venture out please shout.  I’m pleased to say that we seem to have very little 

trouble filling the tail running slot, which is great.  Thanks to Emma Tyler for her regular Thursday 

posts reminding us of the route and the tail runner.  

Our 20-mile marathon training run in March continues to attract plenty of runners, all with very little 

publicity.  Word of mouth is a powerful tool.  This year we had over 230 runners and we had some 

very complimentary feedback about our cheerful marshals and the new route.  We will be putting it 

on again this year.  I’m sorry but once again it clashes with Mother’s Day.   

The Summer Series took place in some ridiculously high temperatures but as usual was a conducted 

in great spirit and a friendly atmosphere. Again, to those of you who have never taken part, you can 

make of them what you want: a fun social run against several other neighbouring clubs, or a chance 

to test yourself hard over 5k.  Again tea, cake and sandwiches are on offer for afterwards – there’s a 

theme here!  

At Endure 24 this year we had four teams representing the Dashers.  It was a fabulous weekend, the 

weather played ball and we had a fantastic if exhausting time.  Special thanks and kudos go to Liz 

Macartney who organised some of the teams and was the only Dasher who ran up the hill every time.  

This year I believe we have six teams and a solo runner heading there – so we’ll need a bigger camping 

plot please, Liz.  

This year we held our first mob matches; firstly a home and away fixture against Bracknell Forest 

Runners and secondly against Burnham Joggers and Hazlemere Runners.  The Bracknell Forest Runners 

match on home ground was held at Upton Court parkrun with impressive numbers from both teams, 

a win this time for the Dashers, the away at Bracknell parkrun was a close call but a win for Bracknell 

with an impressive 92 runners out for them.  One all is a good result – hopefully we’ll have some 

rematches next year.  The second mob match was one with a difference; it was only for those runners 

who finish in over 28 minutes for the 5k.  The match was against Hazlemere Runners and Burnham 

Joggers held at Black Park parkrun.  Another run held in fantastic spirit and I’m delighted to say some 

great cheering for all three clubs coming down the home straight (mainly by the Dashers cheer squad). 

Another win by the Dashers but only just as there was only two points in it.  A rematch has been 

demanded and we will sort something out in January – probably at Wycombe Rye parkrun.  

Dashers continued to collectively head to overseas races; whether that is to run around Jersey, 

Stockholm, Bilbao, Lisbon, New York, Boston or the many other destinations we headed for, the 

Dashers were out in force. We remain a club of great variety, from the short to the very long distance, 

excelling at all events, though I will let the captains elaborate on that further.  Nina’s influence on the 

club remains strong as more people tackle ultras or even Endure as solo runners.  

We had a busy summer with internal races such as the Blind Dash, Divided Dash and the Jim Banks 

Handicap and with open to all races such as the Dasher Relays and the Dashers Summer Series.  Huge 

thank you’s to everyone involved in the putting on and marshalling of these races, especially Dave 

Priddy, Bella Shah and Gillian Richards. We are also very grateful to the Rugby Club for use of their 

facilities.   



The Sunday Bacon Bap runners are a regular feature of the week.  Please though don’t wait for one 

person to post that they’re going for a run.  If you fancy a Sunday morning run please post on facebook 

– don’t let it all fall on one person.  And if you fancy joining in with the run then please do so.   

Monday night track sessions are very popular and we thank Paul Ashby for the time and effort put 

into these.  If you haven’t managed to get to any of these sessions you should try to.  It’s a very 

different sensation running on the track surface.  

We finished our season with the Jules Jog, a 7.5 mile run around Windsor Great Park in honour of a 

former club member.  At this point I have to thank Jez Allsup who acts as the Club liaison with the 

Park, not a job for someone who doesn’t have patience and persistence and for that I thank him and 

please carry on.  This year we had a great turnout on a lovely day – followed by the pub.  What better 

way is there to finish a year?   

We continue to attract new runners of all speeds, particularly because we are so visible in the local 

community.  Id like to think we are a friendly welcoming bunch, please carry on making all feel 

welcome – it’s often a huge step to walk through that clubhouse door for the first time not knowing 

who or what is inside.  I would also reiterate to all newcomers to the club; the club does Facebook, a 

lot, and if its on Facebook you are all welcome.   That may be a drink after training, (I think the new 

Royal Windsor is getting used to us in our kit by now), a trip abroad to do a race, or a night out (EBC 

Emergency Beer Committee).  If its on facebook you are all invited.   

I’d like to thank all of you who have volunteered at different events throughout the year.  Some of our 

events have a very light demand for marshals and some very heavy. I know everyone is very grateful 

to all those who put their hands up to help.  Marshalling and cheering people on can be very rewarding 

so please don’t be shy about putting yourself forward for anything.  If you’re scared of any role (such 

as the timing) there are plenty of less pressurised roles out there to be filled so just let us know.   

I’d like to finish off by thanking all of you.  You had made my job as Chairman great fun, even if in 

private I tear my hair out!  Thank you all for turning up every week, for your feedback, for your 

volunteering and for your great friendship and support. It’s you that make the club, and it’s you that 

makes me very proud to be a Dasher.   

Thank you  


